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It’s been a whole 6 months since the inaugural North Lancs 
Expo and we are still seeing the wave generated from 
the event and hearing great feedback from across North 
Lancashire about the positive impact it has had on the local 
business communities.

With 100 exhibitions and over 2,000 visitors the EXPO was 
designed to showcase the very best of business in North 
Lancashire, and it did just that.

Unlike most other Expos where the focus is solely on 
Business to Business, the North Lancashire Business Expo 
focused both on Business to Business and Business to 
Consumer, with the Sunday’s emphasis being on training, 
skills, education and the future workplace, connection with 
local school, colleges and universities.  The Sunday was 
a family day, with interactive exhibits and displays, whilst 
the Monday was a networking and information day for 
businesses.  

We are a very economically important area within the energy 
generation, defence, education, transport industries and 
health innovation sectors.  We are intent that the North 
Lancashire Business Expo should represent the ever-
growing co-operation of businesses around the Morecambe 
Bay Economic region.  The Expo is a true showcase of the 
amazing businesses we have in North Lancashire and we 
couldn’t have done it without them – we simply provided the 
platform!

Thanks to everyone who was involved, to all the sponsors, 
volunteers and finally to the amazing Lancaster & District 
Chamber of Commerce Team for being the driving force 
behind the event.

And…. We can’t wait to do it all again.  So, join us for the 2018 
North Lancs Expo on 23rd & 24th September at Lancaster 
Brewery from 10am – 4pm.  Brought to you in association 
with Lancaster City Council and Media Partners Lancashire 
Business View.  A showcase not to be missed!

North Lancashire Expo 
#LoveNorthLancs The year 2017-2018 saw the 

Chamber celebrate 120 years 
since its incorporation in 1897.  
It has been a privilege to serve 
as your President for the last 
12 months and be a part of 
that history.

The year might not have been 
a financial success but it has 
been a successful and eventful year in so many other 
ways; from the growth in membership to the inaugural 
North Lancashire Expo.  It has also laid the foundations 
for future successful years.

We are lucky to have such a fantastic Chamber and area 
with huge potential.  I truly believe that we are right on 
the cusp of a really exciting period.

A J Eagles
President, June 2017 — Present

Forward note 

Lancaster and District Chamber of Commerce had a 
direct role in the formation of both the Lancaster and 
Morecambe Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) 
and we still have representation on both Steering 
Committees. Since the formation, Lancaster a few years 
before Morecambe, the BIDs have gone on to forge their 
own identity and play a crucial role in the development of 
the District.

The three organisations combined represent over 
1,200 businesses in North Lancashire giving us a 
powerful voice at all tables. During their relatively brief 
existence both BIDs have taken leading roles in running 
and sponsoring events and festivals; ensuring a safer 
night time and visitor economy; a greater involvement 
in helping to keep the place clean and tidy; and other 
initiatives to help make North Lancashire a better place 
to work, live and play. 

Local BIDs
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Did you know that Lancaster & District Chamber of 
Commerce, is a not for profit organisation run for its 
Members and by its members. The Chamber has a 
Board of Non-Executive Directors who are elected 
by the Membership at an Annual General Meeting. A 
phenomenal group of people that represent different 
sectors of the membership base and bring varying skills 
and qualities, they are responsible for the strategic 
direction of the Chamber. The Board or Management 
Team (a sub group of the Board) meet on monthly 
basis to review the activities and strategy to ensure we 
meet those objectives and communicate the opinions 
and views of the membership and that these views are 
represented at a local, regional or national level.
We thank our directors who give their time and expertise 
in directing the Chamber’s activities and representing our 
interests throughout North Lancashire. 

Leadership

The last twelve months have been an extremely busy time 
for the Chamber, we are riding an amazingly positive wave 
created by the 120th celebrations and the inaugural North 
Lancs Expo.  This is only possible by the on-going support 
of members and their annual membership fee, whose 
contribution we could not survive without. 

The Chamber is a modern business organisation that 
reflects its members and the local business community.  
There is no doubt that the Lancaster & District Chamber 
of Commerce is a relevant, representative organisation, 
that reacts to the needs of members and lobby’s 
government as the voice of local business.

To all our members, thank you for your continued and loyal 
support.

Thanks also to the many organisations that supported 
us through sponsorship of events, providing expertise in 
presenting workshops and briefings during the last year.

Thanks

Our Ambassadors

Financial Statements

A copy of the full Financial Statements for the year to 31 March 2018 can be viewed via the website at www.lancaster-chamber.org.uk

The last 12 months has seen Chamber membership grow 
by nearly 15% and there are no signs of this growth slowing 
down.  

This great achievement shows that the rebranding and 
changes we have implemented in the last 18 months are 
working well and that the message is getting across to 
businesses within our district. We are the number one choice 
for businesses seeking day-to-day support and access to 
lobbying muscle to effect real positive change.

The growth of the Chamber is also fantastic news to the 
existing membership, not only is it securing the future of 
the Chamber, but it is growing the 450 strong membership 
they are part of, allowing access to more local businesses.  
Creating more networking opportunities and collaborations.
We are also delighted to report the relatively new 
Ambassador Membership Program is also growing with 
organisations such as Harrison Drury, SilverDoor Apartments 
and GVS Filter Technology joining us in recent months.
Chamber Ambassadors are key influential organisations 
who share the values that drive the local economy and the 
Chamber forward.

A big thank you to (L-R) John, Gemma, Vicky & Josh, for 
their continued hard work and dedication.  A relatively small 
but phenomenal team that work round the clock to support 
Members and deliver the Chamber’s objectives.  Don’t forget 
they are your local Chamber team, so get in touch and say Hi! 
as you never know where the conversation will take you.

We are Growing

#TeamChamber




